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SEPTEMBER 
Sept. 5 — 10 a.m. to noon, Board 
meeting via Zoom; contact Ann 
Strosnider or Leni Skarin

Sept. 14 — 10 a.m. to noon, 
South Kitsap Unit meeting via 
Zoom; contact Susan Daniel

Sept. 12 — Deadline for October 
Voter; contact Ann Strosnider

Sept. 19 — 10 a.m. to noon, 

Mark Your CalendarLWVUS Mission and Vision Statements

This is a huge election year, and, yes, your 
League is part of it.
   We conducted two successful forums before 
the Aug. 4 primary election, for candidates 
for the 23rd Legislative District, Position 1, 
and Kitsap County Commissioner, District 2. 
We heard many positive comments about our 
moderators, Catherine Ahl and Kim Abel, as 
well as for the professional look and sound 
of our events. We had more than 100 people 

Forums Have a New Look This Year

Mission Statement: 
Empowering voters. Defending democracy.

Vision Statement: 
We envision a democracy where every person 
has the desire, the right, the knowledge and 

the confidence to participate. 

Bremerton/CK Unit meeting; 
contact Maureen Cervinsky

Sept. 22 — National Voter Regis-
tration Day

Sept. 23 — 10 a.m., North Kitsap 
Unit Meeting, contact Pam Hamon

OCTOBER
Oct. 3 — 10 a.m. to noon, Board 
Meeting via Zoom; contact Ann 
Strosnider or Leni Skarin

See  CALENDAR on Page 4

See  FORUMS on Page 2

Voter Registration/Get Out  
the Vote — Banners, pins, signs

Thanks to the 40 League members 
who held our GOTV banners the 
week before the primary. Each unit 
decided where to hold the banners to 
increase our coverage. That includ-

ed Kingston’s George’s Corner, 
Bremerton/Silverdale Fred Meyer 
and Target, Port Orchard City Hall 
and Safeway and the Bainbridge Is-
land ferry. Committee member Julie 
Shryock arranged to have a GOTV 
message on the ferry TV screens 
through the end of July. 
   Because of the possible late mail-
ing problems before the November 

election, our committee will be look-
ing at holding the banner and signs 
a week or more before the election. 
The message will be MAIL EARLY. 
Patty and Bill Graf-Hoke have made 
VOTE NOW signs to augment the 
banners.
   A subcommittee, headed by Becky 
Drotz and Carol Larsen, is looking 

R

The new look of candidate forums when held on Zoom webinar. This one, 
moderated by Kim Abel (top right)l, was for Kitsap County Commissioner.

Committee News

See  COMMITTEES on Page 4



ith the arrival of the coro-
navirus and all the closures 
and restrictions, I originally 

thought our activities would be 
curtailed. Little did I foresee 
the amazing creativity that our 
League members, and others 
throughout the state and the 
country, would bring to this 
crisis. 
   If we couldn’t meet with 
voters in person, we could send 
out postcards encouraging them to 
vote. If we couldn’t have our forums 
at our usual venues, we would learn 
how to have them as Zoom webinars. 
Now it seems we are more active than 
ever. Our established committees, 

such as DEI (Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion) are figuring out new ways 
to engage members, and we even have 

new committees in the works 
to address civic education and 
climate change.  
   On a personal level, I have 
been interested in the “checking 
in” phase of many Zoom meet-
ings. You often hear of people 
gaining weight or drinking a lit-
tle too much during lockdown, 

but at our August board meeting I was 
amazed to hear that two of our mem-
bers have lost substantial amounts of 
weight over the last six months. One 
of them used the extra time to embark 
on an ambitious exercise regimen 

of hiking as much as 10 miles a day. 
The other concentrated on preparing 
healthier food and eating smaller 
portions. 
   Over the years it has been traditional 
for the president or co-presidents to 
write a monthly column in the Voter. 
Voter Editor Barb Willock recently 
suggested the column be extended 
to include other board members. We 
liked this idea as a way for members 
to get to know the board. 
   Next month, one of our newest 
members, Diana Urbaite-Sosonkina, 
has agreed to write a column. She has 
a fascinating back story, having grown 
up in Lithuania when it was still under 
Soviet domination. Watch for her col-
umn in the October voter and for other 
board members to share their thoughts 
over the next year. 
           — Ann Strosnider, co-president
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President’s Corner 
Virus Lockdown Brings Out CreativityVirus Lockdown Brings Out Creativity

W

Ann Strosnider

register for the 23rd LD forum and 
about 75 for the commissioner forum.
   Tacoma-Pierce County League had 
already planned a 26th Legislative 
District forum so we partnered with 
them to publicize that event, which 
was also well attended.
   Maurie Louis and a dedicated team 
of volunteers stepped up to the task by 
learning how to conduct a forum as a 
Zoom webinar. This involved purchas-

ing a plug-in for our Zoom platform 
and figuring out how to use it. We had 
our moderators, but we also had back-
up moderators, in case the Internet or 
the power went out at the moderator’s 
house.  
   We held numerous practice sessions 
among ourselves. Susan Daniel even 
met individually (via Zoom) with the 
candidates to explain how they could 
look and sound their best on camera
   It was almost as if we had formed 
our own small production company, 

with many important players behind 
the scenes. Forum team members, in 
addition to Maurie, Catherine, Susan 
and Kim, included Carol Larsen, Myra 
Howrey, Rhonda Fairgrieve, Janet 
Stegemeyer, Colette Crosby, Alicia 
Vause, and Candy Rankin.
   Now we’re gearing up to do it again. 
We’re still putting the final details into 
place, but please save these dates and 
plan to “attend.” This time, Kitsap Re-
gional Library will be our partner and 
will help to publicize the forums

FORUMS
From Page 1

   One drawback to the new Zoom for-
mat was that we did not take questions 
during the forums. It is possible, but 
we found the whole operation goes 
more smoothly if we receive and sort 
through the questions ahead of time. 
So once again we are asking our mem-
bers and the public to submit questions 
to info@lwv-kitsap.org with Forums 
in the subject line. Alicia also plans to 
put a form on our website for submit-
ting questions. 
                                 — Ann Strosnider

Oct. 8, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Kitsap County 
Commissioner

   District 1
   Robert Gelder
   Scott Henden

District 2
Charlotte Garrido

Oran Root
 

Oct. 12, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
23rd Legislative District

Senator
  Pam Madden-Boyer

  Christine Rolfes
Representative, Pos. 1

  Tarra Simmons
   April Ferguson

Representative, Pos. 2
   Elaina Gonzales-Boynton

   Drew Hansen

Oct. 14, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
26th Legislative District 
Representative, Pos. 1

  Jesse Young
  Carrie Hesch

Representative, Pos. 2
  Michelle Caldier

  Joy Stanford



Membership Chair Carol Larsen re-
ports that we now have 201 members in 
LWV-Kitsap. Here are brief bios of some 
who recently joined:

Ellen Wixted
“I’m a voting nerd, and the Black Lives 
Matter protests got me thinking about 
what concrete steps I can take to make 
a difference,” said new member Ellen 
Wixted. “While we in Washington state 
are fortunate to have many election-related 
best practices in place, we can do more 
to ensure that all Kitsap citizens feel they 
have a stake in our government and are 
motivated to participate in elections.” She 
would love to help Kitsap County have the 
highest voter turnout in the country!
   She has lived on Bainbridge for 32 
years. She and her husband have three 
sons, and their adventures playing ice 
hockey helped her expand her sense of 
home to include the whole county; some 
volunteer work curing ballots in 2018 

turned her into a super fan of the Kit-
sap County Auditor’s office. She looks 
forward to meeting League members and 
working together to drive more participa-
tion in Kitsap elections.

Vikki Clearman
Vikki lives in Poulsbo, enjoying retirement 
with her husband and their cat. Their son 
lives in San Francisco. Her husband owned 
a glass-blowing business making glass table 
lamps when the two met, and Vikki sold 
the glass for 20 years. She volunteered at 
Kitsap Sexual Assault for a year and at the 
YWCA Alive Program where she was hired 
and helped start the Bainbridge Island Alive 
Program. She has been interested in League 
since her friend, Roslyn Duffy, a very active 
member in the Seattle LWV, invited her to 
participate in a meeting last year.

Annette Lozon
Annette and her husband, Brooks Hull, 
retired from the University of Michigan 
and moved to Port Orchard six years ago. 
Brooks is from the Pacific Northwest, and 

they always knew the PNW is where they 
wanted to retire. Annette’s career included 
time working for a woman state senator 
and for the vice president of government 
relations at the university. She is deeply 
troubled by the serious divides in our 
country and in her own family.  

Sonia Scaer
Sonia has been a Bainbridge Island resi-
dent since 1997 and is newly retired from 
General Electric’s Healthcare division. Her 
background is in software development and 
working with teams throughout the world 
setting standards for implementation of 
hospital asset management systems. She 
is currently a volunteer podcast host for 
Bainbridge Community Broadcasting, a 
community service of the Bainbridge Artisan 
Resource Network. She is co-host of the 
popular Bainbridge Open Mic Science series 
at the Treehouse Café (currently on break 
due to the pandemic). She loves knitting, 
cooking, gardening and hiking. She is 
looking forward to “learning, listening, and 
actively supporting our democracy.”
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Meet Our Newest Members

Passages

Sue Edwards (1939-2020)
   Sue B. Edwards, a member of the North 
Kitsap Unit, died July 16 at her Hood 
Canal home. A onetime member of the 
Crystal Mountain Ski Patrol, she had in 
recent years become deeply involved 
with the Maasai Women’s Education and 
Empowerment Program, where she served 
on the board.

Betti Sheldon (1935-2020
   Former State Sen. Betti Sheldon, who 
represented the 23rd District from 1993 
to 2005, died July 23. She was known for 
championing of Olympic College and the 
Japanese war memorial on Bainbridge 
Island. 
   She was a member of LWV Kitsap from 
1992 to 2008.

Board Snippits

From Aug. 7, 2020
n Civics Education: Carol Larsen volun-
teered to lead a Civics Education subcom-
mittee and to see if local schools might 
consider using the League-published book, 
“The State We’re In.”
n Bylaws: Leni Skarin will lead a Bylaws 
Review Committee and will be looking for 
a few non-board members to join it.
n Women’s Equality Day: Ann Strosnid-
er reported that Kitsap County and all four 
cities have agreed to issue a proclamation 
in honor of Women’s Equality Day Aug. 
26, which this year celebrates the 100th 
anniversary of women’s winning the right 
to vote. Ann will also send a letter to the 
editor of the Sun and the weekly papers 
to mark the occasion. Thanks to Cather-
ine Ahl for providing the wording for the 
proclamations and the letter.
n CHI Franciscan: We discussed the 
merger of Catholic Health Initiatives with 
Virginia Mason and expressed concern 
about whether it will limit access to legal 
health care services, such as women’s 
reproductive health and death with dignity. 

We decided to take it up with the Health 
Care Committee and to inform ourselves 
in greater depth.

Unit News 
 
Bremerton/CK: For our 
August meeting we in-
vited Bremerton School 
District Superintendent 
Aaron Leavell to be our 
guest. We appreciated 
his thorough and frank 
discussion, and we join 
together in 
thanking him 
and his staff 
for all they are 
doing in these 
difficult times. 
   Our Unit 
participated in 
the four-day 
campaign to 
GOTV. Thank 
you to Patty 
Graf-Hoke for 
designing and 

printing beautiful "Vote Now" signs for 
us and to Bill Hoke for mounting them. 
Fifteen B/C members plus some friends 
made good use of them, and the signs are 
ready to go for our next push to Get Out 

See  UNITS on Page 4

Aaron Leavell



the Vote.
   Our next Bremerton/CK Unit 
Meeting will be from 10 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, Sept. 19, via Zoom. 
We will share what we’ve been 
reading/watching/listening to these 
past months during the pandemic. 
We’ll also talk about what we’d 
like to focus on next.                   
                 — Maureen Cervinsky

n South Kitsap: The SK unit 
has had two interesting meetings 
this summer. In July, we met with 
Sheriff Gary Simpson and Port 
Orchard Police Chief Matt Brown. 
Both provided information about 
funding, staffing, and enforcement 
and answered questions. Both Pow-
erPoint presentations are available 
on the LWVK website.  
   We met with SK Schools Super-
intendent Tim Winter in August. 
The school board had just met the 
previous Friday and voted to open 
schools this fall, against the super-

intendent’s recommendation.     
   After receiving many responses from the 
community, the board was to reconvene 

that night to reconsider the vote. 
Mr. Winter talked with us about the 
impact of the pandemic and that 
the issue was one of health more 
than education. The board did meet 
that night and reversed its earlier 
decision. Schools will remain closed, 
and remote learning will be in place 
instead for at least nine weeks.
   Prior to the primary elections, 
several Unit members held the 
LWV “Vote” banner in front of 
City Hall and also at the intersec-
tion of Lund and Bethel. Volun-
teers included Becky Drotz, Anita 
Rose and friend, Connie Syapin, 
Annette Lozon, Kathy Campbell 
and Lynn Collins. 
   After writing more than 1,000 
voter reminder postcards for the 
primary election, unit members 
are looking forward to sending 
more for the general election.  
   Our unit meets via Zoom at  
10 a.m. on the second Monday of 
each month. If you would like to 
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UNITS
From Page 3

Sheriff
Gary Simpson

Police Chief
Matt Brown

Tm Winter

into the best ways to reach out 
to our high school students on 
voter registration and early 
voting. Martha Burke has been 
covering VOTE411, gathering 
questions for our candidates 
and encouraging them to par-
ticipate. Alicia Vause and Ellen 
Konopaski have been working 
on printing and distributing 
posters in Spanish. Maurie 
Louis will be conducting 
the second postcard mailing 
project.
   There will be a lot of oppor-
tunities to help register voters 
this fall, including joining the 
postcard-writing campaign, 
posting flyers in your area, 
giving out Voter pins and pub-
lishing information in commu-
nity newsletters, neighborhood 
networks and church bulletins 
on the importance of early 

voting. Just walking in your 
neighborhood where you feel 
safe distributing information 
would help. Our team of Mau-
rie Louis, Alicia Vause, Colette 
Crosby and Victoria Hilt will 
be publishing information on 
our social media sites. Send 
Ann Strosnider and Colette 
Crosby your pictures for use 
on Facebook and the Voter. 
Maurie could use someone to 
help expand the Tech Team. 
Anyone with technical skills, 
or an interest in learning, is 
asked to contact her.
   Sept. 22 is National Voter 
Registration Day. Colette 
Crosby has been keeping track 
of what other LWV groups are 
doing to work around the coro-
navirus prevention guidelines. 
People interested in helping 
with NVR Day or voter regis-
tration in general are asked to 
contact Pam.

Street Talk  One day as I 
returned to my parked car, 
placing groceries inside, I no-
ticed a woman wildly waving 
her hands in the air looking in 
my direction. She said, “I am 
so happy to have seen your 
sign in your car window about 
returning my ballot! It’s sitting 
at home on the table! I need to 
put it in the mail.” I then said, 
“You might want to use the 
ballot drop box by the fire sta-
tion given you have only three 
days for the post office to get 
it to the Auditor in time.” The 
gratitude continued and abso-
lutely “made my day!” Thank 
you, League (and especially 
Alicia Vause), for providing 
the bumper stickers. 
                        — Carol Larsen
Note: This is a new column 
idea from Carol. If you en-
counter someone who com-
ments, negatively or positively, 

on our efforts to get out the 
vote, please share it by sending 
a brief write-up to Ann Stros-
nider, astrosnider@mac.com, 
for use in the next Voter.

Planning

“When Disinformation Meets 
Election 2020: Becoming an 
Informed Citizen.” The Plan-
ning Committee is putting the 

final touches 
on a different 
kind of public 
education 
program. In 
September, in 
conjunction 
with Bremer-
ton Kitsap 

Access Television, we are 
planning to tape a conversa-
tion between Jevin West, UW 
School associate professor and 

COMMITTEES
From Page 1

David Nelson

See  COMMITTEES on Page 5

Oct. 8 — 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., forum for Kitsap 
County Commissioner candidates via Zoom

Oct. 10 — Deadline for November Voter; 
contact Ann Strosnider

Oct. 12 — 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., forum for 23rd 
Legislative District candidates via Zoom

Oct. 14 — 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., forum for 26th 
Legislative District candidates via Zoom

CALENDAR
From Page 1

join a meeting, simply email Susan Daniel 
for the link. — Susan Daniel
         
n North Kitsap: NK Unit meets the 
fourth Wednesday of the month at 10 a.m. 
On Aug. 26 we had a program on “Food 
Insecurity in North Kitsap” featuring 
speakers from Fishline, Kingston Cares-
Food for Kids, and Sharenet. Our next 
Zoom meeting will convene at 10 a.m. 
Sept. 23, topic to be determined. Members 
are welcome to receive the meeting notes 
from the other units. Just let Pam know if 
you want to be on that forwarding list.                 
                                          — Pam Hamon



director of The Center for an Informed 
Public, and Kitsap Sun 
Editor David Nelson. 
You’ll be joining David 
and Jevin to find out 
what disinformation 
looks like in the run-up 
to the 2020 election, how 
it spreads, and what you 
can do about it. Stay 
tuned as more informa-

tion becomes available.  
                                — Maureen Cervinsky

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

The DEI committee is busily working on 
three fronts: Program Planning Events, 
Speak-Up School planning, and participa-
tion in community DEI events. 
   A webinar on “The 2020 
Census: Where is Kitsap 
County in Achieving a 
Complete Count?” was 
held Aug. 25, moderated 
by Leni Skarin, with guest 
speakers Marlaina Sim-
mons, the Kitsap Count 
Director, and Alaina Capo-
eman, the Tribal Partner-
ship Specialist Lead WA for Census 2020. 
Additional webinars are planned on Equity 
and Race Relations with guest speakers 
Karen Vargas of Kitsap Equity Race and 
Community Engagement Coalition and Tra-
cy Flood, President of NAACP Bremerton 
Unit 1134. In addition, a seminar/webinar 
is being planned on Redistricting Basics for 
November of 2020.
   The DEI committee also is planning 

for the Speak-Up School, designed by 
the LWVWA Speak-Up School commit-
tee, which our League will be hosting in 
March of 2021. The LWVWA is providing 
an outline and seven PowerPoint mod-
ules that host Leagues can use to prepare 
citizens to testify effectively at the WA 
Redistricting public hearings to be held 
most likely between June and August of 

2021. The DEI commit-
tee is seeking trainers, 
both within the League 
and from collaborating 
organizations, to be 
trained by the LWVWA 
Speak-Up School. There 
will be three evening 
training sessions provid-
ed twice during the first 

two weeks of December and videotaped 
for review or subsequent training. In ad-
dition to League member and collaborator 
trainers, the DEI committee is soliciting 
coaches who will mentor and encourage 
the citizens.
   Contact chair Susan Griggs for more 
information or if you would like to be a 
part of this dynamic committee. 
                                          — Susan Griggs

Housing

Morrow Manor to Open in October
The Housing Committee is raising funds 
through donations to provide welcome 
baskets for the first residents of Morrow 
Manor, a new community of eight support-
ive housing units in Poulsbo for survivors 
of domestic violence. The grand opening 
is slated for late October.
   Morrow Manor will offer long-term homes 
and services to help family members thrive. 

It’s a dream come true for the League’s 
longstanding member, Ardis Morrow. Ardis 
has long been an advocate for children and 
became focused on ending domestic violence 
after her precious 3-year-old great-grand-
nephew, Eli, was fatally beaten by his father. 
   The complex will be managed by the 
YWCA of Kitsap County. Donations will 
be used to purchase kitchen and bathroom 
supplies. YWCA will shop and assemble 
the baskets in advance of the first resident 
move-in. 
   You are invited to make a donation to 
purchase these items. In order to minimize 
COVID exposure for League members 
and to provide a tax-deductible receipt to 
donors, checks may be made payable to 
‘YWCA of Kitsap County’ with a notation 
of ‘Morrow Manor’ in the memo. Please 
mail your check no later than Monday, 
Sept. 21, to: Rochelle Karlsen, 728 Tufts 
Ave. E, Port Orchard, WA 98366.
   Alternatively, you may make your dona-
tion via Venmo to @SailorRochelle; how-
ever, you will not receive a tax-deductible 
receipt with this payment method.
   Thank-you in advance for your donation. 
The Housing Committee appreciates your 
support!        
    — Rochelle Karlsen and Connie Syapin

LWV 101

Eleven new members who joined our 
League in 2020 attended a Zoom LWV 
101 session on Aug.19. Carol Larsen and 
Pam Hamon will be offering more Zoom 
sessions in the fall. Any new member is 
encouraged to contact Pam or Carol if 
interested. Email invitations for the next 
date will go out to out to those joining in 
2019 or 2020.                     — Pam Hamon
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Jevin West

COMMITTEES
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Alaina Capoeman

Marlaina 
Simmons

Dues Update

Thank you to all who have responded to the 
call to renew your membership for the current 
fiscal year, July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021. For 
those who joined Feb. 1, 2020, or later, your 
dues are paid through June 30, 2021. If you 
would like further explanation of how this 
board decision came about, please feel free to 
contact me. 

   I am happy to announce we have 65 per-
cent of members enrolled at this time. Our 
Unit leaders have been in touch with those 
who may have overlooked remitting their 
dues, and I will be following up with those 
remaining members to determine their inter-
est in continuing as members. Again, you are 
encouraged to contact me with any questions 
about membership.  

— Carol Larsen
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Our Candidate is Democracy: 
Election Cybersecurity Training

What could discourage or prevent citizens from voting? How could bal-
lot tabulation be manipulated? The 2020 reality is that hackers, disinfor-
mation campaigns, and other interference from Iran, China and Russia are 
not just plots from Hollywood suspense films. All 50 state election offices 
have been attacked by U.S. adversaries, and although the firewalls have 
held so far, the threats are ever present and becoming more sophisticated. 
With the pandemic compounding security concerns, keeping up with new 
ways to protect the integrity of our elections is urgent. 
   Led by Executive Director Adam Clayton 
Powell III, the non-partisan, independent 
University of Southern California Election 
Cybersecurity Initiative, whose motto is “Our 
Candidate is Democracy,” has been holding 
virtual workshops for each of 
the 50 states to train staffers, 
candidates, state parties, and 
state and local election workers 
in the latest techniques of how to 
prevent attacks on our electoral 
systems. Washington State’s Vir-
tual Workshop via Zoom on June 
23 was attended by Secretary of 
State Kim Wyman along with 
other state election and campaign officials. Four 
members of LWVWA also attended.
   Dr. Clifford Neuman, associate professor of 
computer science at USC, was the main speak-
er. He warned that any person or thing connect-
ed to elections or campaigns is at risk, includ-
ing candidates, politicians, campaign workers, 
election officials, journalists, news sites, social 
media, organizational systems, and voters. Per-
sonal devices are also vulnerable. Adversaries 
can even target family and friends of officials, 
anything to disrupt an election. They attempt 
to manipulate voters by micro-targeting ads, 
creating confusion, releasing unflattering and 
stolen data, and pushing disinformation such as 
announcements that the due date for register-

ing to vote has been changed or a polling place 
location has moved. 
   Neuman stated that America’s enemies work 
to discourage or prevent voting, manipulate 
vote tallies, and create distrust in the voting 

outcomes. They gain access be-
cause of poor password manage-
ment, malicious code (viruses), 
social engineering, unprotected 
data, and promoting misin-
formation. Strong passwords 
unique to different accounts are 
key to stopping these attacks. 
Two-step or multi-factor authen-
tication is recommended.

   Neuman’s suggestions to prevent “phishing” 
include being cautious about clicking on e-mail 
links that could install malware or ransomware 
on computers, always keeping a disconnected 
backup of data, and only downloading the most 
needed apps from trusted sources.
   Information on Washington state elections 
and voting system security can be found on this 
website: www.sos.wa.gov/elections/system-se-
curity.aspx.
   Individuals interested in better securing their 
own personal and/or business cybersecurity 
can find tips on this Washington State Office of 
Cybersecurity website: cybersecurity.wa.gov/
cybersecurity-resources.
                                             —Janet Stegemeyer

They gain access because 
of poor password 

management, malicious 
code (viruses), social 

engineering, unprotected 
data, and promoting 

misinformation.
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Bylaws Review — Leni Skarin; leniskarin@gmail.com
Civics Eduation Subcommittee — Carol Larsen and Becky 

Drotz; clarsen88@gmail.com; drotz123@msn.com
Community Pocket Parks — Kathleen Gallagher; 

miley98370@yahoo.com
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion — Susan Griggs; 

griggs0803@gmail.com
Early Childhood Education (0-3) — Rosalind Renouard; 

rrenouard@msn.com
Forums — Ann Strosnider; astrosnider@mac.com

Health Care — Jessica Guidry; jessicafguidry@hotmail.com
Housing — Rochelle Karlsen and Connie Syapin; 

sailorrochelle@gmail.com; csyapin@msn.com
Legislative Issue Liaison — Martha Burke; 

mburke2007@aol.com
LWV 101 — Pam Hamon and Carol Larsen; pchamon@icloud.

com; clarsen88@gmail.com
Membership — Carol Larsen; clarsen88@gmail.com
Nominating — Susan Daniel; sdaniel537@aol.com

Planning — Maureen Cervinsky; mcervinsky@gmail.com
Publicity — Maurie Louis; maurie.louis@comcast.net

Social Media — Colette Crosby; colettecrosby@gmail.com
Technology — Maurie Louis; maurie.louis@comcast.net

Vote411 — Martha Burke; mburke2007@aol.com
Voter Registration and Get Out the Vote — Pam Hamon and 
Alicia Vause; pchamon@icloud.com; aliciavotes@gmail.com

Water — Betsy Cooper; betsycooper1@gmail.com

LWV Kitsap Committees and Current Chairs

LWVK once again is offering a peek into what 
we’re reading. Here are what our members are 
reading:
n “The End of October,” by Lawrence Wright
If you haven’t been frightened enough by the 
coronavirus pandemic and its consequences for 
the economy worldwide, this new novel should 
make you feel very afraid. A renowned epide-
miologist, Henry Parsons, travels to a remote 
internment camp in Indonesia to investigate the 
mysterious deaths of 47 people. Before he can 
isolate the cause of the illness, an infected man 
leaves the camp and makes his way to Mecca, 
where the annual pilgrimage known as the Hajj has drawn mil-
lions of worshippers. Despite courageous action from Henry and 
other medical heroes, the new disease soon spreads everywhere, 
even to Henry’s own family back in the United States.
   Let us know what your suggestions are ... we want to continue 
sharing our love of reading to the rest of our League.
                                                                          — Ann Strosnider

What We’re Reading

Looking Toward the November Ballot: Referendum 90

Find our local League news, meeting notices, 
publications, and reminders on our Facebook 

page or website, www.lwv-kitsap.org. 
Be sure to ‘like’ us on Facebook.

ON THE WEB

While this November’s ballot will not contain any 
initiatives, it will include one referendum, Ref. 90. 
This referendum will ask voters to approve or reject 
ESSB 5395 (Comprehensive Sexual Health Educa-
tion), which passed the legislature and was signed by 
Governor Jay Inslee in March 2020. The LWVWA rec-
ommends a vote to approve ESSB 5395 on the ballot.   
   The bill ensures that all students statewide receive 
age-appropriate information that is medically and 
scientifically accurate; parents have the right to opt 
their student out of the class. Only 18 or 19 of our 295 
school districts don’t provide comprehensive sexual 
health education. Where our students live shouldn’t de-
termine the information they receive. The opponents of 
ESSB 5395 are spreading much misinformation about 
this bill, such as “graphic sex education and teaching 
sex positions in elementary school” and “sexual health 
will be taught in all classes (math, social studies, 
computer, etc.),” and that the bill “denies parents 

and school boards the power to decide what shall be 
taught.” 
   None of these statements is true, something we can 
see from reading the bill. ESSB 5395 requires that 
comprehensive sexual health education be provided 
twice in grades 6-8 and 9-12, starting with the 2021-22 
school year, and once in K-3 and 4-5, starting with the 
2022-23 school year. The bill states that K-3 instruc-
tion must be in social-emotional learning. This could 
include stranger danger, good touch/bad touch, and 
using your words instead of your hands. 
   The LWVWA will be joining the Safe and Healthy 
Youth Washington campaign, so please go to its web-
site and volunteer or donate. Draft letters to the editor, 
which can be used to promote this issue, will be sent to 
local Leagues in mid-September. If you have questions 
or concerns, contact Catherine Ahl at cahl@lwvwa.org 
or 360-697-7924.
       — Catherine Ahl, Education Issue Chair, LWVWA
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Membership Levels
______ $60 Basic Membership   
______ $90 Household Membership   
              (2 or more members at the same address) 
______ $110 Carrie Chapman Catt Member  
             (founder of League of Women Voters) 
______ $160 Jo Huey Member 
              (first president of LWV/K)
______ Donation to Education Fund 

  (only donations to the Education fund 
             are tax-deductible)
______ Free Student Membership
  (with current student identification)
______ Additional donation to support your
  local Kitsap League

Dues are payable by check or by PayPal at lwv-kit-
sap.org. Make checks payable to LWV/Kitsap and 
mail to:   League of Women Voters/Kitsap
                P.O. Box 1524
                Poulsbo, WA 98370

Mark Your Calendar: Dues are payable in July. Members are notified well in advance; please pay dues on time.
NOTE: If paying with PayPal, you will be charged a small additional fee to cover the PayPal convenience charge. 

(Full or partial scholarships are available upon request.)
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ADDRESS _______________________________
        _______________________________
        _______________________________
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